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Celebrated author-illustrator and master explainer David Macaulay brings his unique voice and style

to high-interest nonfiction books for newly independent readers. Everyone knows what a toilet is for,

right? But what exactly happens after you flush? Where does our waste go, and how is it made

safe? With his unique blend of informative text and illustration, David Macaulay takes readers on a

tour of the bathroom and the sewer system, from the familiar family toilet to the mysterious

municipal water treatment plant. A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2013
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Iâ€™m always looking for non-animal focused, non-narrative texts for students to read. Having

always been a fan of his adult â€œhow it worksâ€• books, Iâ€™ve been curious about Macaulayâ€™s

â€œhow it worksâ€• series of books for children. Alas, I am disappointed. See my notes below â€“

these might be helpful when you are considering nonfiction for your own classroom or

libraryâ€¦Toilet: How It Works (My Readers Series â€“ Level 4, Macaulay, 2013) NOT ENOUGH

INFO-READER MIGHT BE CONFUSED. On page 5, Macaulay mentions â€œbacteriaâ€• as being in

the waste our bodies make and then he makes reference to bacteria multiple other times in the

book. His intro to bacteria is in this sentence on page 5 â€“ â€œBacteria produce useful nutrients.

But if they get on our hands or back inside our bodies, they can make us sick.â€• This is the first time

he discusses bacteria and itâ€™s confusing â€“ the student has to infer that when bacteria is IN your

body, itâ€™s okay. (Nutrients is a vague term- what are they? why are they a good thing?) Later he



mentions bacteria in the aeration tank and there the â€œwater is checked to make sure there is

enough bacteriaâ€• â€“ but thereâ€™s no explanation why bacteria are helpful. UGH. I just think if

â€œbacteriaâ€• is going to be a thread, it needs more explanation. SEQUENCE STRUCTURE HAS

GAPS. On page 10, Macaulay begins explaining what happens when you flush the toilet. The last

line is â€œAnd keep your eye on that plastic float in the tank,â€• but when you turn the page, he

doesnâ€™t mention it again. On page 14, he returns to the float when he writes â€œAs the float pulls

down on the lever, fresh water enters the tank.â€• This is hard, folks. A student has to know that the

â€œfloatâ€• sinks as the water in the tank sinks. And then he writes, â€œSlowly the water rises, and

so does the float.
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